
PLACERVILLE UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 Grade 3 Key Standards 

8-12-10 

Subject Strand California Content Standards (CST) 

English/ 
Language 

Arts 

Decoding & 
Word 

Recognition 

1.1 Know & use complex word families when reading (e.g., -ight) to decode unfamiliar words 
1.2 Decode regular multisyllabic words 

Fluency 
1.3 Read aloud narrative and expository text fluently and accurately and with appropriate pacing, intonation and 
      expression 

Vocabulary & 
Concept 

Development 

1.4 Use knowledge of antonyms, synonyms, homophones, and homographs to determine the meanings of words 
1.6 Use sentences and word context to find the meaning of unknown words 
1.8 Use knowledge of prefixes (e.g., un-, re-, pre-, bi-, mis-, dis-) and suffixes (e.g., -er, -est, -ful) to determine the meaning    
      of words 

Comprehension 

2.1 Use titles, tables of contents, chapter headings, glossaries, and indexes to locate information in text 
2.4 Recall major points in the text and make and modify predictions about forthcoming information 
2.5 Distinguish the main idea and supporting details in expository text 
2.6 Extract appropriate & significant information from the text, including problems & solutions 

Literary 
Response & 

Analysis 

3.2 Comprehend basic plots of classic fairy tales, myths, folktales, legends, and fables from around the world 
3.3 Determine what characters are like by what they say or do and by how the author or illustrator portrays them 
3.4 Determine the underlying theme or author’s message in fiction and nonfiction text 

Writing 
Strategies 

1.1 Create a single paragraph with a topic sentence and supporting facts and details 
1.2 Write legibly in cursive or joined italic, allowing margins and correct spacing between letters in a word and words in a 

sentence 
1.4 Revise drafts to improve the coherence and logical progression of ideas by using an established rubric 

Writing 
Applications 

2.1 Write narratives with context, details, and insight 
2.3 Write personal and formal letters, thank-you notes, and invitations that address the audience and use proper form and 

mechanics 

Written & Oral 
Language 

Conventions 

1.2 Identify subjects and verbs that are in agreement and identify and use pronouns, adjectives, compound words, and 
articles correctly in writing and speaking 

1.3 Identify and use past, present, and future verb tenses properly in writing and speaking 
1.5 Punctuate dates, city and state, and titles of books correctly 
1.6 Use commas in dates, locations, and addresses and for items in a series 
1.7 Capitalize geographical names, holidays, historical periods, & special events correctly 
1.8 Spell correctly one-syllable words that have blends, contractions, compounds, orthographic patterns (e.g., qu, 

consonant doubling, changing the ending of a word from –y to –ies when forming the plural), and common 
homophones (e.g., hair-hare) 

Listening & 
Speaking 

1.1  Retell, paraphrase, and explain what has been said by a speaker 
1.5  Organize ideas chronologically or around major points of information 
1.11Distinguish between the speaker’s opinions and verifiable facts 
2.3  Make descriptive presentations that use concrete sensory details to set forth and support unified impressions of 

people, places, things, or experiences 
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Mathematics 

Number Sense 

1.3 Identify the place value for each digit in numbers up to 10,000 
1.5 Use expanded notation to represent numbers (e.g., 3,206 = 3,000 + 200 + 6) 
2.1 Find the sum or difference of two whole numbers between 0 and 10,000 
2.2 Memorize to automaticity the multiplication tables for numbers between 1 and 10 
2.3 Use the inverse relationship of multiplication and division to compute and check results 
2.4 Solve simple problems involving multiplication of multi-digit numbers by one-digit numbers (3,671 x 3 = ) 
2.5 Solve division problems in which a multi-digit number is evenly divided by a one-digit number (135 ÷ 5 = __). 
3.2 Add and subtract simple fractions (e.g., determine that 1/8 + 3/8 is the same as ½) 
3.3 Solve problems involving addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division of money amounts in decimal notation and 

multiply and divide money amounts in decimal notation using whole-number multipliers and divisors 

Algebra & 
Functions 

1.1 Represent relationships of quantities in the form of mathematical expressions, equations, or inequalities 
2.1 Solve simple problems involving a functional relationship between two quantities (e.g., find the total cost of multiple 

items given the cost per unit) 

Measurement & 
Geometry 

1.3 Find the perimeter of a polygon with integer sides 
2.1 Identify, describe, & classify polygons (including pentagons, hexagons, & octagons) 
2.2 Identify attributes of triangles (e.g., two equal sides for the isosceles triangle, three equal sides for the equilateral 

triangle, right angle for the right triangle) 
2.3 Identify attributes of quadrilaterals (e.g., parallel sides for the parallelogram, right angles for the rectangle, equal sides 

and right angles for the square) 

Statistics, 
Data Analysis & 

Probability 

1.2 Record the possible outcomes for a simple event (e.g., tossing a coin) and systematically keep track of the outcomes 
when the event is repeated many times 

1.3 Summarize and display the results of probability experiments in a clear and organized way (e.g., use a bar graph or 
linen plot) 

1.4 Use the results of probability experiments to predict future events (e.g., use a lineplot to predict the temperature 
forecast for the next day). 

Mathematical 
Reasoning 

2.3 Use a variety of methods, such as words, numbers, symbols, charts, graphs, tables, diagrams, and models, to explain 
mathematical reasoning 

3.1 Evaluate the reasonableness of the solution in the context of the original situation 
3.3 Develop generalizations of the results obtained and apply them in other circumstances 

History/ 
Social 

Science 

 

3.1.2 Discuss the ways in which physical geography, including climate, influenced how the local Indian nations adapted to   
their natural environment (e.g., how they obtained food, clothing, tools) 

3.3.3 Trace why their community was established, how individuals and families contributed to its founding and 
development, and how the community has changed over time, drawing on maps, photographs, oral histories, letters, 
newspapers, and other primary sources 

3.4.1 Determine the reasons for rules, laws, and the U.S. Constitution; the role of citizenship in the promotion of rules and 
laws; and the consequences for people who violate rules and laws 

3.4.4 Understand the three branches of government, with an emphasis on local government 

Science 
 
 

Physical 
Science 

1.0 Energy and matter have multiple forms and can be changed from one form to another 
2.0 Light has a source and travels in a direction 

Life Science 3.0 Adaptations in physical structure or behavior may improve an organism’s chance for survival 

Earth Science 4.0 Objects in the sky move in regular and predictable patterns 
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Technology 

National 
Education 

Technology 
Standards 

Students will use keyboards and other common input and output devices efficiently and effectively 
Students will discuss basic issues related to responsible use of technology and information and describe personal 
consequences of inappropriate use 
Students will enter, edit and format text using a word processing program 
Students will create and deliver an electronic presentation 

 
Report cards are given three times per year.  On the report card, the student’s progress toward proficiency is assessed.  This 
progress is marked numerically on a 1-4 scale.   
 
Level 4 – Excelling  
Student demonstrates excellence on this standard after the trimester of instruction. 
 
Level 3–Achieving 
Student demonstrates proficiency on this standard after the trimester of instruction. 
 
Level 2 - Progressing 
Student is progressing toward expected levels of proficiency on this standard after the trimester of instruction. 
 
Level 1 – Not yet demonstrating 
Student is not yet demonstrating expected progress toward this standard after the trimester of instruction. 
 
Additionally, trimester progress is assessed in Life Long Learning Skills.  These skills demonstrate work habits and social 
skills which are important for success in school and life. These skills are evaluated separately on the achievement report as 
Outstanding (O), Satisfactory (S), and Needs Improvement (N). 
 
O – Consistently demonstrates the skill or habit. 
 
S – Frequently demonstrates the skill or habit. 
 
N – Needs improvement to demonstrate the skill or habit. 
 
 


